                                                                                           1

                                                                                                                   2










Elementary Field Practicum Experience 
Student’s Name:
Institutional Affiliation:
Course:
Tutor:
Date:








FIELD EXPERIENCE A:
Watch: https://youtu.be/Zo8vSniKHz0
Read: https://www.understood.org/en/family/relationships/finding-friends-support/how-to-find-a-special-education-advocate
Find one other reference, then answer the questions and write your 250-500 word summary.

Questions:
1. What individuals are asked to attend an IEP meeting?

The individuals that are asked to attend an IEP include the parent, special education teacher, the child if needed and also special needs advocate when necessary.

2. Have you ever had an educational advocate attend an IEP meeting? Describe the role of the advocate and experiences during the IEP meeting.

Yes, in have ever had a special needs advocate attend an IEP with me. his roles were to; assist me in negotiations, organization of materials as well as writing the objectives of the IEP. 

3. What is the difference between an annual IEP and an IEP review? How does your team document the review of the IEP if the annual IEP and review occur in the same meeting?
While an annual review is done after a period of a year which is 365 days an IEP review takes a period of 36 months. A review IEP is a summary of three annual IEPS so first the team considers the annual IEP then summaries the last two annual IEPS together with the current IEPS while considering the following; whether the IEP is eligible or not or whether to change it or end the same.

4. How do you determine the specific educational needs of an individual with disabilities?
In order to determine specific educational needs of a child with a disability one should do an evaluation on that specific child in the following areas; general health, psychomotor skills, communication skills, general academic performance, their intelligence, whether they can see or hear, social and emotional status as well as the information provided by the parent.

5. How are students’ needs addressed in the present level of performance, goals, and services sections of the IEP?
Children needs are addressed by considering the current performance both in academics as well as their functionality such as dressing skills, socializing, movement skills as well as behavioral skills in different settings.

6. How do you specifically build on the strengths of students with disabilities?
In order to build on strengths of a disabled child one has to first discover what they are good at. Then later enlist to them people with similar disabilities who are successful, teach them based on their strengths, provide technology that triggers them to learn as well as establishing good social networks which help them to learn.

7. Are students typically involved in their IEP meeting and/or in the development of their IEP? Why or why not?
Student involvement in an IEP meeting only takes place when necessary for instance when evaluating them on skills which are not academic. In order for all stakeholders to get firsthand information they should be present during evaluation of some aspects in order to determine an IEP is eligible or not.

8. Ask at least two additional questions of your own.
How do we determine an advocate is eligible to help a parent with a child with special needs?
How does technology support IEP?












Elementary Field Practicum Experience 
An individualized education program (IEP) refers to a program or plan that is aimed at ensuring that children with disabilities receive specialized instruction and other related services in a secondary or elementary education institution. The US Department of Education (n. d.) has implemented guidelines that are aimed at ensuring that important stakeholders adhere to the rules and regulations regarding providing IEP for children with disabilities. Such stakeholders include parents, educators, local education agencies, and state education agencies among others. The implementation of IEP is protected by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (The US Department of Education, n. d.). As a result of this, failure to implement the program can be punishable by law. 
Being aware of the requirements for IEP can ensure that stakeholders follow the right procedures in supporting students with disabilities. In the case of high school, students with disabilities can receive public school services for free until a reevaluation is conducted to determine if a student will still require special education (Open Doors for Multicultural Families, 2018). If students graduate from high school, they lose their eligibility for special services. In the case of transition services for students receiving special education, it is available for students aged 18-21 years (Open Doors for Multicultural Families, 2018). However, such students must remain eligible for special education services. 
In some instances, parents, caregivers, and other stakeholders might require an advocate for a special education child. The purpose of an advocate is to guide them through the IEP process (Lee, n. d.). However, finding a special education advocate can be stressful. Different factors should be considered when looking for an advocate. For example, a parent should be clear about why he or she needs an advocate and develop criteria for choosing one (Lee, n. d.). Apart from this, the potential advocates should be interviewed to ensure that the right services are provided. 
As a future teacher the knowledge I have gained in conducting the interviews., watching the clip and reading of the articles is of great significance in my professional life. it has enabled me to be able to identify students with special needs, how to cater for their needs, for instance, how to create interest in areas they do not like. Am also able to evaluate their performance in academics and their functionality in all areas of their learning. I have also appreciated and learnt the critical role played by use of technology in ieps as well as understanding the role of special education advocate and the criteria for choosing the best advocate for parents when they ask for help,
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